
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 
design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 
discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church 
planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 
characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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“Christ is Proclaimed” 
Philippians 1:12-18a 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
The gospel advances despite and because of difficult circumstances and people.  Paul assures 
the Philippians that, though he is imprisoned, the gospel is still advancing (vv. 12–18). He does 
not linger on his confinement, but on the gospel’s conquest.  He moves attention away from 
himself and to the ministry.  Although the mindset exhibited by Paul appears unique, it is 
biblical.  We see this same idea with Joseph in Genesis 50:20 and with Job in Job 2:10 (Cf. 
Romans 8:28; James 1:2).  What we deem as evil, God works for good.  The difficulty of the 
moment is swallowed up by the overarching providence of God.  It is possible for us to make 
moral judgment on evil acts, but we must always understand that God is working in those 
seemingly dark and foreboding moments.  At the end of each moment we must step back and 
realize the Story is not about us, but about Him.  It is His Story, and we are the beloved and 
cherished means to the greatest and most glorious end.  This is the good theology that must 
undergird all of our moments.    The Philippians knew the soundness of Paul’s words.  He 
spoke with integrity.  There was no gap between what he said and how he conducted himself.  
There was much communication taking place concerning the apostle and his ministry.  “It was 
possible that they might hear unfounded rumors about the manner of his treatment, and he 
wished that they should understand the exact truth.”1  
 
It is a tragic consequence of the human condition that we malign other churches and 
ministries.  We bite and devour in order that we might look, sound, and perhaps feel better 
about our own.  The church in Philippi heard ideas from the envious, schismatic, and self-
serving (vv. 15, 17) that were spun and twisted to hurt the mission.  Paul seeks to correct the 
error and comfort the believing. 
 
It was while bloodied and battered Paul and Silas would praise the Lord (Acts 16:25).  Now 
Paul finds himself in another imprisonment and takes full advantage of his situation by living 
the gospel.  Paul saw his imprisonment as turning out for the greater progress of the gospel (v. 
12).  He speaks directly of the whole Praetorian Guard and to everyone else.  In addition, his 
situation has become well known.   Paul’s fearless proclamation empowered others to stand 
with him in living out the gospel. 
 
Paul knew what James taught, “Consider it all joy” (James 1).  He knew what Joseph knew, 
“What you meant for evil, God meant for good” (Gen. 50).  Paul refused to be offended by the 
offense of others.  “He prevents the offence that might come by his persecution, by which 
different ones took occasion to disgrace his apostleship.  And to these he answers, that God 
has blessed his imprisonment.”2  
 
There are two divisions within this first paragraph (vv. 12-14; vv. 15-18a).  “He is faced with 
two problems, one on top of the other, and in both cases he declares that what looks like a 
major difficulty is being turned by God into an opportunity for the gospel.  It isn’t, of course, 
an opportunity for his own advancement; as we shall see, he doesn’t much care what happens 
to him, if only the gospel itself can go forward.”3 
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The first difficulty noted is his circumstances.4  His conclusion - difficult circumstances cannot 
stop gospel proclamation (vv. 12-14).  Initially he notes his circumstances (v. 12).  The thrice-
repeated phrase “my chains” (vv. 13, 14, 17; cf. v. 7) attests that he is referring to his 
imprisonment. 
 

His fellow Christians are encouraged by the fact that his imprisonment is ‘in (and for) Christ’; his present 
circumstances serve to advance the gospel by carrying it into the very heart of secular political power.  
Thais is why, in verse 18, he shows himself rejoicing.5 

 
I find this thought intriguing.  We often view our circumstances as binding or bondage or an 
imprisonment.  Perhaps like the apostle we need to have a different perspective on our current 
“imprisonment.”  Your current “imprisonment” is not about you per se, but about the 
advancement of the gospel into regions otherwise untouched by others.  Remember the 
overarching theme of this work, “From overflowing affection for Christ and His Church Paul 
invites his readers to rejoice when confronted by adversity knowing such is essential in 
perfecting faith and inevitable when proclaiming Christ.”  Our circumstances are “essential in 
perfecting faith and inevitable when proclaiming Christ.” 
 
It is in spite of and because of our circumstances the gospel is advancing (vv. 12, 13). Those 
who worked with Paul were not expecting the gospel to be advanced through hardship, yet 
this is exactly what was happening. 
 

12 Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of 
the gospel, 13 so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the 
whole praetorian guard and to everyone else,  (Phil. 1:12, 13) 

 
Remember, the apostle Paul is under house arrest in Acts 28.  Notice how the entire book of  
Acts ends in verse 31. 
 

30 And he stayed two full years in his own rented quarters and was welcoming all who came to him, 31 

preaching the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, 
unhindered. (Acts 28:30, 31) 

 
Consider the language of the prophet Isaiah. 
 

9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts 
than your thoughts. 10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there 
without watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread 
to the eater; 11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, 
Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it. 12 For 
you will go out with joy and be led forth with peace; The mountains and the hills will break forth into 
shouts of joy before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 13 Instead of the thorn bush the 
cypress will come up, and instead of the nettle the myrtle will come up, and it will be a memorial to the 
LORD, For an everlasting sign which will not be cut off. (Isa. 55:9-13) 

 
The Spirit of God takes the Word of God (i.e. the sword of the Spirit) and cuts a wide swatch.6  
The darkness within the Story is a tangled mess capturing the hearts of people.  But God the 
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Holy Spirit yields the sword of the Word and cuts with the razor’s edge, sheering through the 
stone and steel of rebellion to transform and lead the captive free.  The imagery is graphic.  
Consider the snow clogged mountainous paths impassable but for the heavy snow blowing 
machines or the frozen vast land of waters mass where only ice breaking barges are capable of 
opening up passage for life and to life.  This is what the Holy Spirit does with the Word of 
God.  Nothing can stop Him from breaking up the human heart. 
 
All of us have experiences which initially appear to be damaging and destructive only to turn 
for the better something previously unforeseen.  This is the truth of Romans 8:28.  When we 
live in Story we can rest knowing all the pieces have significance as they play out for the 
greater good.  If we simply open our eyes to the gospel we will see how it is constantly 
advancing in our present circumstances.   
 
God used Paul to reach the Praetorian Guard and those in attendance of his defense and 
imprisonment. 7   Here is a crowd previously untouched by the gospel that now hears.  How 
did they hear?  One was sent (Rom. 10).  How was he sent?  He was falsely accused and 
imprisoned.  Paul could have been bitter but he chose to trust God and be better.  
 
Not only did the Praetorian Guard hear the gospel, but Paul’s fellow laborers where 
emboldened by his example (v. 14). 
 

14 and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage 
to speak the word of God without fear. (Phil. 1:14) 

 
The manner in which Paul handled and then reported his situation enabled others within the 
church to stay the course, stand up with courage, and speak without fear.  It is true others see 
how we handle our difficult moments.  Our words and actions are testimonies of our faith. 
 
The word used for “far more” speaks of superabundantly, of something exceedingly.  It 
overflows the boundaries of what others might expect or perceive as normal.  The thought of 
courage is one of daring, of risk taking.  They were enabled by Paul’s example to risk for the 
sake of the gospel.  They spoke the gospel in the absence of fear.  When the letter is placed 
within its historical context of Nero and his crazed treatment of the church, their boldness is 
even more pronounced.8  What they did is in contrast to what others were doing (vv. 15-17). 
 
The second difficulty standing in opposition to gospel proclamation is people (vv. 15-18a).  Yet 
difficult people cannot stop gospel proclamation (vv. 15-18a).  There are two kinds of 
evangelism taking place in Rome in response to his imprisonment.  Some are preaching Christ 
even from envy and strife, but some also from good will (v. 15).  I do not question the emotion 
in which Paul pens his affection for the church no more than I question his dissatisfaction 
toward those who would seek him harm.  I say this to simply note how Paul carries with him 
the same emotional base we often work with. 

 
Some preach Christ from envy (v. 15). 9  It is of interest to read how “the gospel” in verse 12 is 
“the word of God” in verse 14 and “preaching Christ” in verse 15.  The gospel is about Christ. 
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It is as if he steps outside his thought and comments on how some, although not all, are 
seeking to do him harm by preaching the gospel.  Earlier Paul prays for the spirit of 
knowledge, discernment, and judgment.  Here the application of the request is seen in his 
ability to know how some preach Christ from selfish ambition rather than from pure motives 
(v. 17).  Their intent is to cause him distress in his imprisonment.  Paul, however, simply 
rejoices in the proclamation of Christ (v. 18).  We see this same mindset communicated by our 
Lord Jesus Christ to His disciples (Mark 9:38-40). 
 

38 John said to Him, "Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we tried to prevent 
him because he was not following us." 39 But Jesus said, "Do not hinder him, for there is no one who will 
perform a miracle in My name, and be able soon afterward to speak evil of Me. 40 For he who is not 
against us is for us." (Mark 9:38-40) 

 
Paul is not condoning their motive, but he is going to celebrate the preaching of Christ even if 
the means are blameworthy.  Paul understood the principle that you cannot kill what is 
already dead.  His adversaries carried no real threat to Paul’s wellbeing.   
 
Some suggest Paul’s opposition is empowered by his imprisonment.  They used his 
imprisonment as a means of discrediting his ministry.  They sought opportunity to judge his 
ministry wrongfully and to find occasion for blame.  Paul understood that some were 
antagonists to his ministry.  He accepted this and chose not to be distracted by it.  “Here is one 
for whom the gospel is bigger than his personal role in making it known.  Even though he 
smarts from knowing that some are trying to inflict further pain on him, he clearly intends 
them to be included among the ‘brothers and sisters’ of this sentence.”10 
 
One of the frustrations encountered in ministry is how those who leave a local church or have 
no relation to this body or any other body wish it harm.  They are “brothers and sisters” yet 
darkness clouds their thinking and covers their hearts.  Paul’s encouragement comes knowing 
although they do him harm, they cannot harm the Word of God, and despite them the Word 
continues to advance.  How wonderful it is to know difficult people cannot stop the gospel. 
 
He also knew others support him.  Paul’s ability to discern between the two is an application 
of a love that is governed by knowledge and judgment (1:9).  Paul found support knowing he 
was “appointed” to this task (v. 16).  Paul saw his situation and circumstances as an 
appointment from God.  Paul accepted his responsibility to preach the gospel, not simply as a 
Christian but as an Ambassador.  He was ready to defend it.  The word is “apologia” or our 
English word “apologetics.”  The idea is not one of excusing, but rather explaining and offers 
the listener the evidence as to why the thought is valid and carries weight. 
 
What captured Paul’s heart was the gospel and in its proclamation he found great comfort (v. 
18).  Some seek us harm, yet Christ is proclaimed.  There are genuine “enemies of the cross,” 
but these people in chapter 1 are not those people in chapter 3.  These people who preach 
Christ from envy, strife, selfish ambition, whose motive is not pure, and preach in pretense are 
nonetheless “proclaiming Christ.”  New Testament scholar Markus Bockmuehl paints well the 
picture of pretense. 
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They also proclaim Christ, but theirs is a petty, territorial vision; their aim is naked self-advancement.  
The robe of ‘Christian ministry’ cloaks many a shameless idolatry.11   

 
Yet because Christ is proclaimed Paul rejoiced and will rejoice.  The older I get the more 
“tolerant” I become toward those who differ with me over so many little things.  What they 
look like and what I look like can differ severely, but they are proclaiming Christ and in that I 
am to rejoice. 
 
There are genuine enemies, but the body of Christ is not the enemy.  I am always saddened 
when I hear of partisanship within the body of Christ.  As I continue to serve Christ in serving 
this Church my heart grows ever heavier at what appears from my perspective to be 
meaningless banter and verbal jostling for position amounting to divisive dribble and mean 
spiritedness.  Like children, we name call only hoping to diminish the one in order to advance 
our own idolatrous hearts; shame on us for our own sinful pride.  Paul was appalled at such 
thinking in the church of Corinth (1 Cor. 1).  I understand we are not going to join ministries 
with every church in Waukesha County, but I also understand that the church in Waukesha 
County is not our enemy or our competitor. 
 
Paul’s conclusion is one of joy (v. 18).   
  

The surprise comes in his large-heartedness about this – not that he could be large-hearted, but that he 
could be so toward people of a kind whom he elsewhere seems to inveigh so strongly against.12 
 
The ‘how’ of preaching is not the object of Paul’s joy; the ‘fact’ of the preaching is.  For when the Word of 
God is preached it overcomes all hindrances and moves on to its goal; its contents are irresistible (Isa. 
55:10, 11; 1 Kings 2:27; 13:2, 5, 9, 17, 32; 2 Kings 1;17; 9:36; 22;16).  The power of the gospel, therefore, does 
not depend on the character of the preacher.13 
 
He has only one criterion: so long as Christ is preached, he will rejoice.  What really matters is the 
preaching of Christ; being for or against Paul, albeit sometimes personally painful, is a minor issue.14 

 
Friend, thank God for the overarching and overriding providence of God’s reign in the Story.  
How thankful I am for God’s constant intervention in me and through me to those around me.  
Although I find negativity toward me personally and for us corporately painful and at times 
unsettling, it is not about me or us, but about Him.  Let Christ be proclaimed no matter what 
the circumstances might be. 
 
It is not without personal pain, but Paul will rejoice.  This is the first time Paul uses the word 
“rejoice” in this letter, but it will not be the last (2:17, 18, 28; 3:1; 4:4, 10).  The word “rejoice” 
[chairo] is translated as to mean “to be glad, to rejoice exceedingly, to be well, thrive.”  In 
salutations it can mean “hail.”  Here, Paul’s joy is one of gladness.  Because this idea plays 
prominently in Paul’s letter we must understand its meaning up front.  The joy or gladness 
Paul expresses is the settled sense of well-being in the face of adversity and difficulties.  This 
kind of joy is only possible when one understands everything as coming from God, sustained 
by God, and for God.  Here in our text Paul is embodying the idea of “blessing those who 
persecute you; bless and do not curse” (Rom. 12:14).   
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New Testament scholar Gordon Fee offers the following conclusion as to this text. 
 

It would be easy to dismiss this passage (vv. 12-18a) either as anecdotal narrative or as Paul’s simply 
putting the best possible face on a bad situation.  But that would be to miss too much.  Paul can write 
things like this because, first, his theology is in good order.  He has learned by the grace of God to see 
everything from the divine perspective.  This is not wishfulness, but deep conviction – that God had 
worked out his own divine intentions through the death and resurrection of Christ, and that by his Spirit 
he is carrying them out in the world through the church, and therefore through both himself and others.  
It is not that Paul is too heavenly minded to be in touch with reality, or that he sees things through rosy-
tinted glasses.  Rather, he sees everything in light of the bigger picture, fully emblazoned on our screen at 
Calvary, there is nothing that does not fit, even if it means suffering and death on the way to resurrection.  
Such theology dominates this letter in every part; we should not be surprised that it surfaces at the outset, 
even in this brief narrative.15 
 

Friends, this is where we find ourselves today.  Our moments are His moments.  Our story is 
His Story.  Any other mindset and conclusion will make us bitter and angry people.  Let us 
learn to see our circumstances in light of the larger Story and how God is working in the 
details for the greater good of His mission and glory.  Let us learn to rejoice with the preaching 
of Christ even when those who proclaim Him are different than us. Amen. 
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